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WILFRED WELLOCK on the 
Transformation of Man 


HE test of a civilization is the value it places on the indi- 
vidual man, the emphasis it lays on the sacredness of 


human personality. 


The outstanding impression which the history of the last 
25 years has made upon my mind, is of the rapid, world-wide 
decline in the value and importance of man as an individual 


entity. 


We are in process of transforming 
man into a being without value in and 
for himself; the servant and tool of 
ends he does not and may not shape, 
gigantic abstractions which he does 
not understand, yet which propaganda 
exalts into a religion, to serve which 
he must, as a worthy citizen, be ready 
to make endless sacrifices. These 
ends are the ideologies of totalitarian 
States. 

Today Germany, Russia, Japan, and 
the so-called Democracies, led by 
Britain and the USA, are all engaged 
on a sacred mission of saving) man- 
kind from unspeakable tyranny, to 
which end they are all devising the 
most devilish instruments of mass 
slaughter, and either creating new 
religions or reconditioning old ones. 

Religions, like battleships, have to 
be brought up to date. There are 
still people who can divorce the pres- 
ent war from the history of the last 
fifty years. 


Of course, all war tends to inflate 
the importance of the State at the ex- 
pense of the individual. In war, self- 
immolation is the essence of patriot- 
ism and the supreme virtue. To 
achieve victory is the chief thing, all 
morality being finally absorbed in the 
dictum “necessity knows no law.” 


A New Fury 


In this war there has been un- 
leashed a new fury, the origin of 
which is still obscure to most British 
people. 

It is inconvenient to them to re- 
member Versailles and Ottawa and 
the oppressive power of imperial pos- 
session in times of stress such as 
slumps and wars. But the Nazi on- 
slaught in this war, the phenomenal 
capacity of the German soldier for 
self-immolation, under the leadership 
of a fanatical Dictator, has its origin 
in fifteen years of terrible suffering 
which our comfort and self-satisfac- 
tion prevented us from observing, let 
alone understanding. 


The fear of an even worse peace 
than Versailles will fully sustain that 
onslaught. Fury, harnessed to the 
mechanism of modern war, means 
slaughter on a scale too frightful to 
contemplate. 

Thus the value of human life falls 
with the advance of “civilization.” 


Communities entire are organized 
for the specific purpose of achieving 
maximum slaughter of the enemy. 
Men and women become figures on a 
war chart. Religion must prepare 
men for this servitude, this complete 
self-immolation, or lose its class 
status and its title to respectability. 
Cultural institutions must become in- 
struments of war propaganda or close 
down. 

War consumes everything, even 
truth. There is no time to mourn the 
dead. Casualty lists are tucked away 
in the corners of newspapers or left 
out altogether. Never before has 
that happened. Thus do we progress. 


Dehumanization 


Here we have a phenomenon which 
is neither an inversion of history nor 
a reversion to a former social type. 
It is decay, sheer human decay, due to 
man’s’ failure to be satisfied with the 
means to realize reasonable ends. 

The decay started with the inven- 
tion of the power-driven machine. 
Instead of using the machine for the 
satisfying of human needs, men trans- 


formed it into an instrument for pro- 
ducing private wealth. 


Private wealth led to social power, 
and both called for the protection of 
political power. The outcome, social 
impoverishment amidst plenty, led to 
economic breakdown, to monopoly, 
world wars, and, finally, to dictatorial 
totalitarianism. Totalitarianism 
seeks to establish order in peace by 
overthrowing the capitalist State, and 
to improve its economic position in 
war ‘at the expense of the imperialist 
States. 

Both ends involve the overthrow of 
personal liberty and the idealization 
of the State, and thus the conversion 
of the individual into the mass man. 
That process, however, begins as 
capitalist civilization moves toward 
its close. The way to the totalitarian 
State is prepared by the dehuman- 
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COMMENTARY 


Defend This 
Freedom 


MORE and more, among minds 
\ previously impervious, are 
doubts concerning the future of 
British society in the strait jacket 
of organization for total war 
beginning to be felt. As the 
hesitations increase, it is vital that 
the existence of a fearless, inde- 
pendent organ of peace should be 
made as far as possible secure. 

So long as Peace News exists, 
you may be sure that the worst has 
not happened, and that one essen- 
tial of British freedom remains. 
The Fighting Fund calls and 
enables you to play your part in 
its defence. 

Contributions for the last fort- 
night: £37 9s. 3d. Total to date: 
£3,223 18s. 


The |Editor. 


Please make all cheques, POs, and money 

orders for the Peace News fund payable to 

Peace News Ltd., and crossed “a/c Payee” 

and address them to the Accountant, 

Peace Newa, 8 ae Road, London, 
4. 


"Edited by «OBSERVER” 


Russia’s Sensible War 


TALIN’S order of the day, 

on the 24th anniversary of 

the Red Army ((Feb. 238), 
was remarkable for its modera- 
tion. While so much is being said in 
this country about destroying Ger- 
many, or garrisoning it for three 
generations, it is salutary that the 
head of the one nation that might be 
able to do something in either direc- 
tion, should speak in these terms: 


Sometimes the foreign press engages in 
prattle to the effect that the Red Army’s 
aim is to exterminate the German people 
and destroy the German State. This, of 
course, ig a stupid lie and a_ senseless 
slander of the Red Army. The aim of the 
Red Army is to oust the Germans from 
our country and liberate Soviet soil from 
the invaders. It ig very likely that the 
war for the liberation of our Soviet land 
will result in the ousting or destruction of 
Hitler’s clique. We should welcome such 
an outcome. But it would be ridiculous to 
identify Hitler’s clique with the German 
people or the German State. The experi- 
ence of history shows that Hitlers come and 
go, whereas the German people and the 
German State remain, 

That is horse sense of a kind we do 
not hear from Mr. Churchill—or even 
Mr. Roosevelt. No doubt it is good 
propaganda too. And I could not 
help wondering whether “the foreign 
press” does not include our own. 


Churchill's Critics 


Me. CHURCHILL has bowed to 
the storm, and the Daily Mail 
takes the credit for it. Perhaps not 
altogether extravagantly, for it has 
been the most forthright of the nat- 
jonal newspapers in eriticism. Ap- 
parently it is satisfied with the new 
War Cabinet. But how long will the 
satisfaction last? 
Mr. Tom Wintringham, co-signatory 
of an open letter to the War Cabinet 
demanding ‘ “a vital democracy,” 


| writes in the New Statesman (Feb. 


21): 


Today his policy to India, his ignorance of 
the forces at work in Europe, and his fear 
of those reactionaries who will do anything 
but get off our backs, makes him, as he is, 
ene of the main obstacles to a democratic 
victory. As such he should be opposed 
openly, in spite of the fact that his im- 
mense popularity existe and has been de- 
served. He believes in keeping thinga 
eagentially as they are; the life of our 
people depends on great changes, not after 
the war, but to win the war. 


Aims | 


———: 

Me WINTRINGHAM over-simpli- 

fies. If those great changes 
were made, in the sense and for the 
purpose that he desires, the upheaval 
in this country would be such that the 
effectiveness of the war-effort would 
be rather diminished than increased. 
But the fact remains that only if the 
superficial political compromise and 
the romantic war-strategy which Mr. 
Churchill represents are abolished is 
there any chance of a Government 
which can be responsive to realities. 


The “democratic victory,” undefined 
and undefinable, which Mr. Wintring- 
ham desires is probably not within 
the range of possibilities. The real 
questions are: What can ‘be saved? 
What ought to be saved? What must 
be done to save it? What is required 
is a Government which dares to think 
honest answers to these questions, 
and to accept the fact that the British 
Empire—as distinct from the British 
Commonwealth—is no more. _ - 


~ Sir Stafford Cripps 


READERS of D. W. Harding’s ad- 

mirable book, “The Impulse to 
Dominate” (Allen & Unwin 7s. 6d.), 
which I warmly recommend, will have 
appreciated his discussion of “cen- 
tricity” in war-time: the all-pervas- 
ive pressure on marginal thinkers to 
get together with the national body. 
Sir. Stafford Cripps’s entry into the 
War Cabinet is a good example of the 
pull of “centricity.” 


Coming events will quickly show 
whether it would have been better if 
he had stayed out. Being a marginal 
person, I am not prepared to dogma- 
tize. If Sir Stafford is prepared to 
beard the lion in his den, that is, to 
contend with Mr. Churchill within the 
War Cabinet, it may be the best way 
of getting a radical change of policy 
witnout an obvious political catas- 
trophe. 


There is a certain significance in the 
fact that the new Leader of the House 
of Commons is a member of no politi- 
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| FOOD FOR 


i GREECE 


Ban 


But" Death Roll is 
Still Growing 


OOD is going to Greece. In 

addition to Turkey, Sweden 

is now helping, and efforts 
are being made to get help from 
other countries. 


But the death rate is also going up 
as the critical stage of the winter ap- 
proaches. The need for food for the 
starving people of Europe is therefore 
even more urgent, though the deniand 
is made almost exclusively on behalf 
of Greece. 


Mr. Dingle Foot, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Economic Warfare, said in the 
House of Commons on Tuesday that the Brit- 
ish Government were considering whether 
further relief was possible He hoped a 
further statement would be made before long. 

The Turkish steamer Dumlupinar, 1,991 
tons, sailed for Athens on Sunday with 2,500 
tons of peas,..lJentils, beans, salted fish, and 
other foods. “° 

It is announced in Stockholm (according to 
the London Evening Standard, Feb. 23) that 
the Swedish transatlantic liner Hallaren ia 
leaving Gothenburg for Greece next week with 
food and medicine. Another Swedish relief 
ship, laden with 7,000 tons of corn and medi- 
cal supplies, lies, off Haifa, Palestine, awaiting 
oa sanction to proceed (D. Telegraph. 


The despatch of 3,000 tons more wheat has 
been negotiated with Rumania, and an Inter 
national Red Cross commission in Istanbul ia 
supervising further relief measures (D. Tele- 
graph, Feb. 23). The same report saya that 
“the food sent from Turkey by relief shkipa 
has fed 500,000 people daily, and is esti- 
mated to have saved from 5 to 10% of the 
populations of Athens and Piraeus from death. 


PROBLEM OF CHILDREN 


The London Evening Standard (Feb. 21) 
stated that another Turkish cargo vessel, laden 
with ¥,000 tons of food, had left for Greece 
and would return to Turkey with 1,000 Greek 
children. 

On the other hand, the D. Telegraph of Feb. 
19 described reports concerning taking 
away of Greek children as premature and 
figures for the number it is hoped to get away 
as “largely imaginary.” It pointed out the 
“formidable difficulties” of any such scheme, 
and said that “some time must elapse before 
any scheme can be completed.” 


THOUSANDS DIE DAILY 


Estimates of the death rate in 
Greece from starvation, though some- 
what conflicting, continue to be 
alarming. 

In a memorandum on food conditions in 
Greece, M. Tsouderos, the Greek Prime Min- 
ister, states that deaths from hunger and ex. 
haustion now amount to approximately 900 ea 
day (reported the D. Telegraph, Feb. 26). It 
is estimated by the Greek Red Crosa that 
deaths in Athens and the Piraeus between Oct. 
1 and Jan. 28 totalled 40,000—an average of 
880 a day, which is eight times more than the 
norma] figure. M. Junod, a representative 
of the International Red Cross, who recently 
visited Greece, reported that 10% of the popu~ 
lation of Athens, about 100,000 people, just 
manage to keep alive. 

The situation in other Greek cities and on 
the islands is equally tragic, states ML. 
Tsouderos. Consequently the information that 
deaths from hunger and exhaustion outside the 
Athens area now amount to 500 daily must be 
regarded as accurate. 


Diphtheria and whooping cough are wreak- 
ing havoc among Greek children. There is an 
urgent need of serums against these diseases 
and of anti-typhus injections for typhus vwic- 
tims, quinine for endemic malaria, and cod- 
liver oil for children, who are wasting away 
and for whom there is practically no milk or 
farinaceous milk food. 

Pointing out that Turkey no longer has 
stocks which she can make available to the 
starving Greeks, M. Tsouderos urges the re- 
moval of the restriction that shipmenta of 
foodstuffa can be made only through Turkey. 


A GERMAN ESTIMATE 


According to the Stockholm correspondent of 
the London Evening Standard (Feb. 28), “‘tha 
German experts put the figure at 2,000 daily 
for Athens with Piraeus, and even this, it is 
said, may be too low. They maintain that 
these unfortunates are not actually dying of 
starvation, but of illnesses caused by under- 
nourishment. The complete lack of coaj 
caused a large number of deatha of under- 
nourished and weakened people in unheated 
houses. Finally, epidemics are admitted to 
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A New Red 


Cross? 


A QUESTION was lately asked in 
*™ the House of Commons how 
paper came to be available for the 
PPU publication “Famine.” The 
questioner charitably suggested that 
in view “gf the harmful and mis- 
chievous nature of the propaganda it 
contained” paper supplies should be 
withheld. The same issue of the 
Manchester Guardian (Feb. 19) which 
reported this question contained by 
coincidence this letter from a naval 
officer:— 
All your readers and probably 9@ per cent. 
of English men and women—anykody in 
fact who is not cursed with a leathern heart 
and a brazen conscience will cordially agree 
about the urgent necessity of doing some- 
thing about the famine in Greece for which 
we are directly responsible. Nothing ade-~ 
quate, however, is likely to be done officially, 
because the official mind is devoid of heart 
or conscience. Therefore unless the man or 
woman in the street does something off his 
or her own hat, we shall proclaim to the 
world that nationally we are as devoid of 
moral as we are of military imagination. 
That is the justification for 
“Famine.” The man or woman in the 
street who buys it does something off 
his own bat, and is encouraged to do 
more. No doubt it is very  dis- 
tressing that the PPU should have 
taken the initiative in a matter 
which should be the acute concern of 
every person with moral imagination. 
No doubt the Government and its 
lackeys would prefer that the con- 
science of the nation should not be 
stirred. But that does not make it 
true that the PPU campaign for con- 
trolled food-elief is “harmful and 
mischievous propaganda.” 

Harmful to what? To Mr. Dal- 
ton’s complacency? To Mr. Walk- 
den’s peace of mind? If so, we are 
only too pleased. “Famine” is 
achieving its object. We do not 
suggest that “Famine” and the PPU 
campaign have alone been respon- 
sible for the far more urgent note 
that is noticeable in the press. But 
we are quite sure that, had it not 
been for our work, the News-Chron- 
icle would not be writing as it is 
writing now, on the unpardonable de- 
lay of the despatch of even the single 


foodship promised to Greece. 
Mr. Dalton’s answers were evasive. There 
is no room here for evasion. The Greek 
people are dying of starvation. We dare not 
jay upon our conscience the burden of not 
having done all we can to help her now. 
Technical quibbles, the niceties of blockade, 
must not be allowed any longer to stand in 
our way. The food ships must sail! 


When The Times, the Manchester 
Guardian, the News-Chronicle and 
the Sunday Times—all honour to 
them!—tell the Government, as we 
have been telling it, that a single 
shipment of food—not yet sent-——is 
merely a cruel kindness to the 
Greeks, are they also guilty of 
“harmful and mischievous propa- 
ganda”? Not that we desire to shield 
ourselves behind them. On the con- 
trary, we are only too willing to be 
regarded as the prime movers. But, 
though we have advocated controlled 
food-relief for Europe as _ a_whole 
ever since the collapse of France, 
we claim no proprietary rights in a 
policy which is dictated by simple 
humanity. When more powerful 
organs advocate what we advocate, 
we have our reward. 

But surely it is time the whole 
matter of food-relief in ' Europe 
should be taken by mutual consent 
out of the hands of the warring 
governments and given into those of 
a new international organization. 
There are now no powerful neutrals 
to whom the work can be entrusted 
as it was entrusted to America in 
the last war. Here is the chance to 
respond to a clamorous human need 
by expanding the beneficent activities 
of the International Red Cross. Why 
not a Red Cross Society, for the new 
and more dreadful necessity: “The 
Red Cross Society for the Relief of 
Famine in Europe”? We believe that 
there would be an overwhelming 
public response to the creation of a 
new organ for the shattered 


humanity of Europe. 
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War Cabinet 


cal party. He may be fitting himself 
for leadership of the new party which 
Mr. King-Hall now advocates. “Para- 
doxical as it may sound, what is re- 
quired is a political party which 
stands for the elimination of party 
polities.” 


Match for Churchill ? 


JAURTHERMORE, I am inclined to 

connect the dropping of Lord 
Beaverbrook from the War Cabinet 
with the reported terms of Sir 
Stafford’s previous refusal to join the 
Government. Then he was generally 
said to have demanded two things: 
the circumscription of Lord Beaver- 
brook’s powers, and a seat in the War 
Cabinet. Therefore, it looks as 
tHough Mr. Churchill had been com- 
pelled to accept Sir Stafford on his 
own terms. “If I come in, Beaver- 
brook goes out.” 


That fits pretty well with the line 
previously taken by the Daily Express 
demanding absolute and unconditional 
support for Mr. Churchill. The Daily 
Herald has been a good second on this 
line: I guess for much the same rea- 
sons. The entry of Cripps would 
weaken the position of official Labour 
—as it has done. Taken all together, 
that makes a coherent political pic- 
ture. Never, since he formed his 
Government, has Mr. Churchill had 
to negotiate with a politician on equal 
terms. And a politician—this is the 
significant thing—without an atom of 
party backing: more independent 
than was Mr. Churchill himself when 
he took control. 


Denmark’s 


i this reading is correct, we are in for a 
very important struggle between Churchill 
and Cripps. That struggle may, or may not, 
come to an open cleavage. Churchill may 
swallow Cripps, or Cripps may swallow 
Churchill: and the facade of co-operation re- 
main. If the former, the position will be 
hopeless. If the latter, we are in for an at- 
tempt at social and politica] revolution during 
the stress of war. 


I gravely doubt whether such an attempt 
ean succeed. The social resistances, economic 
and political, are too great to be overcome. 
The effort will come a dozen years too late. 
1931 was the time. And even if it comes to 
an open split between Churchill and Cripps, 
the country would be paralysed rather than 
reinvigorated. 1 give Churchill this credit: 
I believe that, if it could be clearly shown to 
him that the choice Jay between the abandon- 
ment of capitalism and winning the war, he 
would abandon capitalism. But I do not be- 
lieve that any such choice is now rea). The 
time is paat. 


“The Real Change’’ 


JHE consequential changes in the Govern- 
ment are interesting in a negative way. 
The complete dropping of both ‘‘Ministers of 
post-war Reconstruction” in Greenwood and 
Lord Reith—and their Ministries as well— 
is peculiar. Does it mean that there is a 
realization that reconstruction is inseparable 
from the actual war-effort? The Daily Mail 
(Feb. 24) is notably cynica] about all the 
minor changes: which amount, it says, to a 
mere reshuffle. Certainly no-one could feel 
very enthusiastic about Mr. Dalton’s promotion 
(if that is the ward) to the Board of Trade, 
or Lord Wolmer's to the Ministry of Economic 
Warfare. It is not likely that the latter will 
be more imaginative in his handling of Euro- 
pean blockade. 

But the Mail is positive that the new War 
Cabinet means business in the sense that Mr. 
Churchill’s leadership is now under control. 
“The real change which has occurred is the 
replacement of one man by seven men.” We 
shall see, for Mr. Garvin pulls out all the 
stops and calls Mr. Churchill “the surpassing 
and irreplaceable genius who is not only the 
nation’s leader but the living symbol of the 
whole federation of freedom” (Observer, Feb. 


23). 


Detence of 


Democracy 


IX months of “phoney” war ended at dawn on April 9, 1940, 
when the mechanized German armies rolled across the 


frontiers of Schleswig-Holstein into Denmark. 


krieg had begun. ; 

But so quickly did it sweep 
across the whole of Western 
Europe that Denmark was soon 
forgotten. For Denmark made 
no attempt to resist this invasion 
by armed force. ‘ 

Pacifism lay deeply embedded in 
the political Weltanschauung of this 
little co-operative kingdom. And her 
pacifism ‘was realistic; fior against 
the colossal power of Germany 4 
nation of two millions could only 


offer resistance that was  non- 
violent. 
The Danish Government is no 


quisling government. It is a demo- 
eratically elected administration com- 
mitted to the defence of the demo- 
cratic constitution and social welfare 
of Denmark. 

It eontinues this function even 
with a German army garrisoned on 
its territory, and an impatient Nazi 
authority demanding its incorporation 
into Hitler’s New Order. 


BRAVE STRUGGLE 


Denmark’s non-violent defence of 
democracy is a solitary and brave 
struggle in a world that has either 
capitulated before the onslaught of 
fascism or trusted the protection of 
its freedom to the fortunes of war. 
The resistmg power of the Danish 
people lies entirely in their spiritual 
resources and in the social integra- 
tion of their community. 

Famed once for their military ex- 
ploits, the Danes have long since 


renounced imperial ambitions and 
turned instead to the systematic 
cultivation of their own-soil. Thus 


they built up in the years before the 
present war a nation with the 
highest general standard of living in 
Europe—avoiding the twin plague of 
unemployment and social unrest by 
the creation of a rational co-opera- 
tive industry solidly based upon agri- 
culture. 

Her educational, public health and 
housing schemes were among the 
most advanced in the world. Her 
political constitution was strongly 


The Blitz- 


democratic; even the King moved 
freely among his subjects, and the 
wealth of the beer magnates was 
devoted to the encouragement of art. 


UNARMED RESISTANCE 


The price of this high standard of 
living, this popular culture, and this 
political freedom was the almost 
total lack of military strength. Com- 
mitted by necessity and natural in- 
clination to co-operation rather than 
conflict in international affairs, Den- 
mark fell an easy prey to German 
economic and military hegemony. | 

To that extent she is a partner in 
Hitler’s New Order. But in matters 
political and ideological Denmark has 
represented—and continues to repre- 
sent—the antithesis of Nazi ideals 
and aspirations. How far has her 
resistance to Nazism been successful? 
Let us consider the facts. 

The Germans have not interfered 
with the constitution of Denmark. | 
The King has received the utmost 
respect. Parliament has continued to 
function. The Government, except in 
one or two instances, has not been 
interfered with. 

When the Danish Nazi, Clausen, 
attempted coups-d’état, in North 
Schleswig and Copenhagen late in 
1940, the Danish police promptly sup- 
pressed the revolts. The King con- 
gratulated the police. The German 
Nazis had to admit a fiasco. 

In January, 1941, the Germans tried 
to interfere with parliamentary pro- 
eedure. The King would not counten- 
ance it; and again the Nazis had to 
withdraw their demands. 


CONCESSIONS 


On the other hand, the Danes have 
had to make some important con- 
cessions to the Nazis. There were a 
number of personal attacks last 
summer on German soldiers, after 
which the Danish Government was 
ordered to dismiss its Minister cf 
Justice, Petersen. With this demand 
it was obliged to comply. 

Some journalists, too, were. also 
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Classic Story 


NM R. CHURCHILL’S observation that “the 
a abandonment by the Germans of their 
position at Brest has been decidely beneficial 
to our war-situation” deserves to . become 
classical. Since we have not entirely lost 
our sense of humour, it has been well com. 
mented, by cartoon and otherwise. But the 
best gloss upon it that has come my way is 
the following in Truth (Feb. 21): 

“The classic story runs that when Mrs. A. 
sued Mrs. B. for burning a hole in the kettle 
she had lent her, Mrs. B.’s defence was that 
the hole had been mended, alternatively that 
there was no hole, alternatively that she never 
had the kettle. Mr. Churchill says (a) that a 
great service was performed by those who 
kept the Scharnhorst and Gneisenau bottled 
up in a French harbour by dropping 4,000 
tons of bombs around them; (b) that we are 
better off now they have escaped from a 
French harbour to 2 German harbour; and 
{c) that an inquiry is being held as to who 
is to blame for allowing them to escape from 
France to Germany.” 


Move in India? 


S something going te happen with regard 
to India? “All the Indian papers see 
in Sir Stafford Cripps’s inclusion a sign that 
a change in the attitude of the Government 
is on the way” (Herald, Feb. 23). Chiang 
Kai-Shek’s message to the Indian people al- 
most forces the issue. “I sincerely hope, and 
I confidently believe, that our ally Great Brit- 
ain, without waiting for any demands from 
the people of India, will as speedily as possi- 
ble give them real political power.” 

Is it a case of Balaam and Balaak? Or 
does the Government really desire to have its 
hand apparently forced? Pandit Nehru re- 
mains quite uncompromising. ‘We have al- 
ways said that we would neither have British 
imperialism nor any other type of imperialism, 
nor Fascism, nor Nazism.” In a word, the 
element of India that Nehru represents is anti- 
Japanese and anti-British. But what of the 
much greater India which is simply indiffer- 
ent to either: which knows by millennial ex- 
perience that, whoever the master, it comes ta 
the same thing—“grinding poverty’? 


Can We ‘Win India’? 


R. BRAILSFORD, whose opinion is al- 
ways worth having, believes that it is 
not too Jate “to win India by bringing her 
explicitly within the Atlantic Charter,”’ but 
that Mr. Churchill probably lacks the stature 
for so great an action (Reynolds, Feb. 23). 
I hesitate to disagree with Mr. Brailsford. 
But I doubt whether even the extreme con- 
cession of a dated promise of full independence 
would “win India” in the sense of enabling 
part of it to wage a nationalist war on the 
Chinese pattern. The national leader of In- 
dia, in so far as it has one, is indisputably 
Mr. Gandhi, who is a complete pacifist. But 
how far even he has the power to inspire a 
nation-wide non-violent resistance is doubtful. 
If he could not succeed against the British, 
how succeed against the Japanese? And 
such a resistance hardly fits with the Chinese 
pattern. 

But it is futile to prophesy. The seale of 
the happenings in the Far East is tao colossal 
for facile speculation. “Winning India,” in 
the required sense of inspiring 390 millions— 
or a decisive minority of them—with the 
spirit of western nationalism, is probably a 
phrase without real meaning. Has Chiang 
Kai-Shek himself “won China’? 


“‘Sporismanlike’’ 


AS it altogether a compliment Mr. 
Gandhi was paying us when he said, 
“Failures do not dismay or demoralize the 
British: they take them with calmness and a 
sportsmanlike spirit’? By itself that would 
have been satisfactory; but he went on to 
say: “War is for them a national game like 
foatball. The defeated team heartily con- 
gratulate the successful one almost as if it 
is a joint victory, and drowns the sorrow of 
defeat in the exchange of glassea of whisky.” 
In fact, I have not noticed much readiness 
to congratulate the Germans or the Japanese 
on their victories. And it seems to me that 
much of what endures of the sporting attitude 
to British reverses—as distinct from chivalry 
between the fighting forces——derives rather 
from ignorance than true equanimity. 


Regressive¥ Stupidity 


THEY learn nothing, and they forget no- 

thing. M. Benes has been expatiating on 
the future of Germany: ‘‘Somehow or other 
we must break Prussia’s domination over 
other parts of Germany. Prussia herself 
should be divided into three or four state units. 
And Germany as a whole must be restricted 
to her pre-1938 frontiers with possible rectifi- 
eation in favour of her neighbours if they are 


demanded in the interests of European se- 
curity” (Sunday Times, Feb. 22). 
How, demurred the interviewér, wil] yon 


secure this? “We should have to insist upon 
it as part of the armistice and peace terms at 
least for such time as is required to re-edu- 
cate Germany. That would require two or 
three generations.” What is one to say ta 
such regressive stupidity? Nothing, except 
that, if this is the hest contribution Czecho- 
slovakia has to make to the new ordering of 
Europe, it will not miss the bus, of history: 
the bus will run over it. 


Educational Justice 


ERE this 2 democratic country, in the 
positive sense, the problem of the “ed- 
ucation” of the 16-18 sge-group would not 
arise at all. The class-basis of our educational 
system is manifest in the fact that public- 
school boys are not affected by the new regu- 
lation. They continue their education in the 
normal way. What a just society would re- 
quire is that the 16-18’s who leave the ele- 
mentary schools should be provided for in 
exactly the same way. j 
That is, of course, inconceivable. Materi- 
ally, there are neither staffs nor buildings for 
such a development; spiritually, the country 
is not nearly prepared for such a revoltttion. 
But the judgment on our society ia plain. 
Money, and money alone, will guarantee a 
boy in England an uninterrupted education up 
to the time he is called up. 


— 
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HE basia of the Peace Pledge Union is 
the following pledge which is signed 
by each member: 
I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 
The address to which new signatures of 


the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may be obtained is: 


PPU HEADQUARTERS, 
Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


Equality of 


Sacrifice 
By JOHN BARCLAY 


NLY those who are prepared to 
~ make greater sacrifices have the 
right to criticize the soldier, for 
whatever else may be said, he is pre- 
pared to go to the extreme limit of 
his endurance according as his sense 
of duty directs. This sense of duty 
is maintained by an all-powerful mili- 
tary machine and the penalties for 
those who fall short are severe—in 
some cases death. 


We who believe we are obeying a 
higher call cannot accept the way of 
the _ soldier. There is, however, 
nothing but our conscience that com- 
pels us to follow this call and to main- 
tain the discipline which is essential 
if we are to succeed. The whole 
conception of development within the 
PPU is based on the belief that it is 
possible to create a fellowship ruled 
by self-discipline. 

Military campaigns are undertaken 
in the full knowledge that every unit 
will be controlled by a power greater 
than itself and so co-ordinated that 
all sections will act in unison. Paci- 
fist policy can only be implemented 
providing individuals can be found to 
carry it out implicitly. Personal in- 
tegrity of a very high order is de- 
manded and of a character far 
exceeding that of the serving soldier. 


SOLDIER’S SACRIFICE 


The soldier forfeits family life and 
often the means by which this can be 
maintained in his absence. His 
future security and present happi- 
ness are mortgaged while he endeav- 
ours to build the foundations of a 
lasting peace. If we are to prove to 
him that all his attempts to create 
this new world by violence are doomed 
to failure, it will only be when we 
are prepared to make a _ sacrifice 
equivalent to his, and by showing a 
devotion to duty greater and more 
attractive. 


There is no power of conversion in 
the fire-side critic. We.are all on 
active service, pacifist and non-pacifist 
alike, and all we have must be thrown 
into the struggle. 

If we accept this challenge, it will 
Mean poverty and incessant struggle 
and in the end no certain victory in 
our time. If your answer is “Yes,” 
then not only the young CO on the 
land or in prison, but every one of us 
must be prepared to make this equiva- 
lent sacrifice now. It ig all or 
nothing. 

DIARY 


March 2 Wandsworth; 4 Chelsea; 5 Orping- 
ton; 7 and & Council; 11 Enfield. io 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still 
less does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply endorsement of any views expressed or 
implied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised). Contributions are wel- 
comed, though no payment ia made. They 
should he typewritten, if possible, and one 
side only of the paper should be used. They 
may not be returned unless a stamped 
addressed envelope is enclosed, nor can we 
undertake to acknowledge all correspondence 


PEACE 
BY NEGOTIATION 


A SUMMING - UP BY 
THE CHAIRMAN OF 
THE PPU, Dr. ALEX 
WOOD. 


JUST PUBLISHED, 1d. 
post free, 2d. 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., 
London, W.C.1. 
er entiteeenenrsieeniens = 


a ef 


PEACE NEWS 
Religion and Politics 


ape say that “Grey Eminence” 
(Chatto and Windus 15s.) 
is a brilliant book is to say 
little. AH Mr. Huxley’s books 
are brilliant, but they are not 
equally sustaining. Here again 
“Grey Eminence” ig no ex- 
ception. 

In this biography of the contempla- 
tive who became the inspiration and 
the instrument of Richelieu’s policy 
—the unification of France and the 
weakening of the Hapsburg Empire— 
Mr. Huxley raises the problem of the 
relation between religion and politics. 

But the particular case of Father 
Joseph is not perhaps so illuminating 
an instance of the problem as it seems. 
It is very spectacular, and lends itself 
to rational antithesis. But that is 
rather a different matter. 

Father Joseph’s religion was, as 
far as it went, a genuire mystical re- 
ligion (which is the only religion Hux- 
ley will allow), and his politics were 
genuine power-politics. Mr, Huxley 
shows that the effects of Richelieu’s 
policy, to the furtherance of which 
Father Joseph gave his genius, were 
pretty grim: even though they may be 
made to include all the glories of “le 
grand siecle” on which the patriotic 
Frenchman prides himself in the 
same way (and with much the same 
justification) as the patriotic English- 
man prides himself on the Elizabethan 
age. The aggrandisement and cen- 
tralization of France did not advance 
true religion, or a just society, but 
rather, by way of the misery inflicted 
on Germany in the Thirty Years War, 
to the political backwardness of the 
19th-century Germany—and thus to 
Hitlerism. 


SELF-DELUDED 


Father Joseph deluded himself, as 
Christian nationalists are bound to 
do. But his delusion throws no par- 
ticular light on the relation between 
mystical religion and politics. It is 
an extreme case, of a man using an 
unusual spiritual gift for an unusual 
effort at self-deception. But, even so, 
there were points in Father Joseph’s 
political career where his application 
of Christian principles to politics was 
beneficent. Thus, after the defeat of 
the Hugenots at La Rochelle, which 
he worked strenuously to compass, 
he pressed and carried a policy of 
toleration toward them. He pre- 
vented any attempt (which would 
have seemed natural in those days) at 
enforced conversion. In consequence, 
the Huguenots became loyal citizens 
of France until the senseless Edict of 
Nantes. 

In general Huxley’s thesis is that 
true religion and power-politics are 


quite heterogeneous. We agree. But 
it hardly needed this book to prove it. 
More valuable would have been a 
more sustained effort to determine in 
what portion of the field of politics 
religion may be effective, and by what 
means. Huxley begins a suggestive 
discussion of this. : 

The art of what may be called ‘goodness 
politics’, as opposed to power polities, is the 
art of organizing on a large scale without 
sacrificing the ethical values which emerge 
only among individuals and in small groups. 
More specifically, it is-the art of combining 
decentralization of government and industry, 
loca] and functiona] autonomy and small- 
ness of administrative units with enough 
over-all efficiency to guarantee the smooth 
running o* the federezted whole. 


Again, we agree. But the abstract 
statement needs to be clothed in the 
flesh and blood of concrete experience. 
Pacifism (we believe) is committed to 
this effort. It has its own unique 
politics. And since, we are glad to 
know, Huxley has not abandoned his 
pacifism, he could make a positive 
contribution to the cause—more val- 
uable than this exercise in biography 
—by working out in his own experi- 
one an attempt to reach the practical 
goal. 


INTELLECTUAL MYSTICISM 


And, in general, he pushes the intellectual 
argument too hard. He regards all mysticism 
as imperfect that ig not communion with an 
impersonal God. We may agree that “the 
leaven of theocentrism is the thing which, 
hitherto, has saved the civilized world from 
total self-destruction.” But, we need to re- 
member that the theocentrics who have saved 
society have seldom been pure mystics in the 
Huxley sense. In this fundamental matter, 
we feel, Huxley’s approach to mysticism is 
rather external. 

Mysticism has a powerful fascination for 
extreme intellectualists, perhaps because it is 
logically unassailable; but the gulf between 
the intellectual possibility of mysticism and 
the mystical experience is wide. “‘Grey Emi- 
nence” contains no convincing evidence that 
Huxley has crossed it. 


J. Middleton Murry 
THE ADELPHI 


The contents of the first quarterly (Jan.- 
March, 1942) Adelphi (Price 1s. 6d. post free, 
frém the publishers, The Oaks, Langham, nr. 
Colchester) include: Christmas Sermon, by J. 
Middleton Murry; a chapter from an un- 
published book, The Necessity of God, by Max 
Plowman; articles on Soren Kierkegaard, by 
Hugh I’Anson Fausset; and Eliot’s Later 
Verse, by J. P. Hogan; reviews of Hdmund 
Wilson’s ‘To the Finland Station,” by J. 
Hampden Jackson, Aldous Huxley's ‘Grey 
Eminence” and Arthur Koestler’s “Scum of 
the Earth,” by F. A. Lea, G. D. H. Cole’s 
“Chartist Portraits," by George Catlin, and 
J. Cowper Powys’s “Owen Glendower,” by 
Elizabeth Myers. Other contributions in prose 
and verse by Jack Common, Richard Murry, 
J. H. Watson, etc. Send for your copy now. 


* x * 


At the request of the Workers’ Educational 
Association the Cambridge University Press 
has issued ‘The Future in Education,” by Sir 
Richard Livingstone (reviewed in Peace. News, 
Dec. 5, 1941), originally published at 3s. 6d., 
in special form at 1s. 6d. per copy for quan- 
tities of three or more. Orders on these terms 
should be sent to the WEA Trade Union Com- 
mittee, 88a St. George’s Drive, London S.W.1. 


The Need for Food for Greece 


(Continued from page 1) 


have ‘spread like wildfire’ among the weakened 
people.” 

The first reliable report to reach Ankara 
official circles on conditions in Greece gives 
comparative figures, secured through the Red 
Cross, of mortality in Athens and Piraeus, 
says the D. Telegraph, Feb. 23. Deaths there 
in December were 4,000, compared with 1,200 
in December, 1940—an increase of 2,800. 


MORE AID DEMANDED 


Among further demands that aid 
should be given to Greece is the 
following resolution passed by the 
National Peace Counci] on Feb. 19. 


The National Peace Council, believing 
that in the general interests of humanity 
and of the future welfare of the continent of 
Europe ways and means must be found of 
relieving the starving condition of the 
peoples—and especially the children—in 
various occupied countries, cordially wel- 
comes the decision of the British Government 
to. facilitate the passage of 8,000 tons of 
food ta Greece. The Council] trusts, how- 
ever, that everything possible will be done 
to expedite the actual sending to Greece of 
these supplies and that the further relief 
for Greece which is under consideration 
will make provision for the despatch of not 
less than the 25,000 tons per month agreed 
to be the minimum quantity required to 
arrest starvation in that country. 

The Bishop of Gibraltar, Rt. Rev. Richard 
Fitzgernid, and the Rev. Dom. Bernard Clem- 
ents, Vicar of All Saints, Margaret Street, W.. 
pleaded on Tuesday for more food to be sent 
to Greece. They were speaking at a service of 
intercession for “hungry Europe” at St. 
Martin’s-in-the-Fields. 


“NOW IS THE TIME” 


The News Chronicle (Feb. 21) reported that 
its Istanbul correspondent had discussed the 
Greek situation with Genera] Reppas, one of 
the heads of the Greek commission now in 
Istanbu) to arrange for the sending of food. 


The General said, ‘Now is the time for the 
Allies to exert every effort to save the Greeks 
from starvation and from extermination.” 

Answering a question about the cancelled 
broadcast (referred to in last week’s Peace 
News) Mr. Brendan Bracken said in the House 
of Coromons, Feb. 18, “This talk was not 
given on the date announced because the 
Corporation did not feel that the material 
available was adequate to provide a satisfac- 
tory programme. The possibility of giving it 
at some future date is stil] under consider- 
ation. 

bd * * 

According to The Friend (Feb. 20), before 
the United States entered the war Mr. Herbert 
Hoover had obtained the signatures of a 
majority of the House and Senate to his pro- 
posed Bill to allow the small occupied coun- 
tries to buy food in the United States at 
their own expense and to move it in their own 
ships. 


Quarters that Help 
Headquarters ~ 


Perhaps some of your readers may be glad 
of a suggestion for contributing toward your 
Headquarters Fund, which I have carried into 
practice very successfully. <« ‘ 


There are many COs working on the land 
or in Civil] Defence, who are giad of a home 
with pacifists. Having a room to spare, I 
offered a farm-worker board and residence at 
£1 a week, out of which we agreed to con- 
tribute 10s. 6d. a week to the PPU. Naturally 
the sum agreed upon would vary according to 
circumstances, but it is surprising how quickly 
even a2 small sum mounts up, if it is put aside 


regularly. 
D. A. JAMESON 


Little Barlow, Bucks. 


IF YOU MOVE— 
—please tell us or the distributor who 
supplies you with Peace News, so that 
Wwe may arrange for you to receive the 
paper at your new address. 


8 
REVIEWS | 


The Impulse to Dominate. By 
D. H. Harding. Allen and 
Unwin. 7s. 6d. 


TN these days it is a rare experience 

to come across a book, written 
by a non-pacifist, which examines war 
in an objective manner.  D. i 
Harding has achieved ‘this difficult 
task. He is a psychologist, and the 
book is concerned with the whole 
range of human experience which 
forms the context of war. 


Harding makes very clear that 
war is not an outrage imposed upon 
us from without by wicked politicians 
or an evil system, but is the in- 
evitable outcome of a form of society 
which accepts the basic idea of 
domination and submission in all its 
institutions. 


He points out also that “the 
absence of physical combat is not 
enough to give us a psychologically 
different form of social intercourse 
called peace.” This 1s a hard lesson 
for some pacifists to learn, but a 
vital one. We must abandon all 
efforts to impose our pacifism on 4 
society which does not yet believe in 
the fundamentals of pacifism. 


NEW ATTITUDE NEEDED 


If we abandon the ideas of domin- 
ation and submission, we must re- 
place them with a new attitude— 
which Harding terms “social inte- 
gration.” This is difficult to define 
concisely, but is something different 
from co-operation or compromise, as 
the words are generally understood, 
and implies the fusing together of 
different viewpoints to form a perfect 
solution, rather than a mere mixture. 

The Society of Friends has realised 
the importance of this technique, and 
aoids’ the dominative and competitive 
tendencies of voting at its business 
meetings by the method of “taking 
the feeling of the meeting.” Many 
Friends have experienced the remark- 
able fusion of conflicting aims which 
often takes place as a result. The 
great importance of this technique is 
that “it stands for a mode of hand- 
ling divergencies of opinion which is 
TOTALLY different from war, and 
not just a more restrained form of 
the same behaviour.” 

The book also contains interesting chapters 
on propaganda and atrocity stories, and ex- 
plains some of the reasons for the rapid 
swing-over of public opinion in wartime. 
Here, as throughout the book, the responsi- 
bility of the individual is stressed. 

Pacifists will be disappointed by the con- 
clusions which Harding rcaches, but the ar- 
guments leading up to them are sound, and 


should be of great interest and help to all 
who desire a deeper knowledge of the problem 


of peace, 
DAVID POPE 


Denmark Defends 
Democracy 


(Continued from page 2) 


removed from their posts for writing 
articles chostile to Germany. The 
press is no longer really free, but it 
stili has more liberty than almost 
any other country in Europe. 

It is interesting to compare Den- 
mark’s condition with that of her 
sister kingdom, Iceland, which is 
under British and American “pro- 
tection.” In spite o£: protestations 
to the contrary, the Allies have 
interfered in Iceland’s internal affairs 
quite as much as the Germans in 
Denmark. While Danish journalists 
have been sacked, Icelandic jour. 
nalists—and even Members of Parlia- 
ment—have been interned by the 
occupying authorities. 


ANTI-COMMUNIST 


_ Several weeks ago the Danish Government 
signed the Anti-Commintern Pact. This was 
probably done under some duress, and it has 
been reported that it was signed by the For- 
eign Minister, Scavenius, without his Cabinet's 
authority. But it was clear that the prin- 
ciple involved in the signature of this pact 
was not one upon which the Danish Govern- 
ment thought fit to resist. 

The reason is not far ta-seek. Since the 
unprovoked attack of the Soviet Union on 
Finland in*1939, there has been much hostility 
in Scandinavia toward Communism and _ the 
USSR. In the present struggle between Rus- 
sia and Finland, Danish sympathies are still 
with Finland although she is fighting along- 
side Germany this time. 

To Denmark the Red Army does not ap- 
pear as the vanguard of salvation for de- 
Mocracy. She realizes that she must rely upon 
the spirit of her people, not only ultimately 
to regain her own freedom, but to show to the 
people of Germany that the democratic way of 
life is a dynamic reality and not a decadent 


“MAURICE CRANSTON 
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izing of the individual in mechanical 
industry and in the control of his 
mind, of his entire thinking, by the 
press, the cinema, and the wireless. 
In due course, the individual is in a 
fit state to accept all the horrors and 
indignities of unemployment and the 
dole and the still worse horrors of 
total war. 


And So—The Robot 


There is thus no sharp line between 
the last stages of capitalist decay and 
modern dictatorship. The mass man 
first takes shape under the former and 
comes to perfection under the latter. 
His democratic rights under capital- 
ism were largely fictitious, since he 
had no voice whatever in determining 
the events which lead to war. Foreign 
affairs were buried under a pile of 
complexity and presented to him as 
matters of profound mystery. 

The capitalist classes of the remain- 
ing Democracies knew instinctively 
that the Dictatorships would sooner 
or later challenge their monopolies, 
and so tried to appease them. Failing 
in that effort, they had no alternative 
under power politics, but to attempt 
to match the totalitarian war 
machines, complete with the mass 
mind—in the defence of democracy! 

Accordingly it has been the uni- 
versal tendency in recent years to 
Strengthen the power and authority 
of the State, and the sense of duty to- 
ward it on the part sf all citizens. 
Culture has been converted into prop- 
aganda, while mass appeals, mass 
sport, mass entertainment, and mass 
uplift have been adroitly used in 
order to create the mass man, the in- 
dispensable raw material of the totali- 
varian State. 


Outrages Accepted 


In its perfection, the mass mind 
can be induced to accept almost any 
outrage—for instance, the torture of 
Jews and Poles by the Nazis; the 
merciless persecution of political op- 
ponents, terrorist party purges, and 
the callous uprooting and migration 
of vast populations, enemy and fellow- 
countrymen alike, by the Nazis and 
the Soviets; wholesale extermination 
and the policy of ‘scorched earth,” as 
in the present war. 

These things are made vossible by 
a subtle propaganda which succeeds 
in carrying the mind beyond the reach 
of human sympathy into the realm of 
abstract nationalistic idealism. When 
the process is complete, the individual 
has become so dehumanized that 
means cease to count: only the end 
matters, which is the triumph of the 
State, whose fate by this time is in 
the hands of a Dictator, or of a haloed 
leader who is on the way to becoming 
a dictator. 

The perfect product of this “cul- 
ture” may be seen in the German boy, 
who, when taken prisoner, refused to 
eat, and asked only that he might die 
—just die, for Hitler! 

No Limit 

Whis type of mind has hitherto been more 
typical of the East than of the West, which 
suggests that Japan may produce a far more 
dangerous form of fanaticism than the West 
iS capable of, and that by means of an un- 
familiar species of religious fervour her people 
may develop an unparalleled power of self- 
abnegation, the ,outcome of which may baffle 
and stagger the whole world. 

But what is happening in the West makes 
it possible to forecast that the human species 
fs capable of being transformed, by physical 
and mental mechanization and the militarism 
ef total war, into a sub-human, fanatical ab- 
atraction possessed of demonic power. 

A national mentality of that order would 
fe prostrate before the Charlatan. Fanaticism 
and charlatanism run well together: the one 
attracts the other. The surplus wealth of 
the machine-age, at present absorbed by capi- 
talists, would be diverted by Charlatans into 
the pockets of a million spies and special 
police, who, because they would stand or fall 
with them, would buttress their power. | 

This is the straight road to racial extinction, 
and today the whole world is on it. In Brit- 
ain, fanaticism is clutching at the 16-year-olds 
and casting calculating eyes upon their juniors, 
while their parents, under the influence of 
patriotic uplift, are being transformed into 
microscopic humens. 

The way of salvation we know. We re- 
jected it once again at Christmas. Shall we 
—can we—continue this rejection? 


No. 11 Jast Issued. 


The C.0.s HANSARD 


Nos. 10 and 11 
(6d. each; 7d. each post free) 
Women Conscripted—Young 
People—Home Guard, ete. 


C.B.C.O., 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


Registration of 16-18s 


ELEGATES from interested 
organizations conferred, 
under the auspices of the 

Peace Pledge Union, on the new 
registration of the 16-18’s at 
Friends House on Feb. 20. Dr. 
Alex Wood was in the chair. 

Though the meeting was not, for 
the purpose of reaching any corporate 
judgment, it was fairly evident that 
its general sense was in favour of 
co-operating with the scheme with the 
aim of strengthening the influence for 
genuine education, though much mis- 
giving was felt as to the chance of 
success. 

Mr. Castle, Headmaster of Leigh- 
ton Park, stressed the importance of 
making it widely known that the post- 


Lord Ponsonby writes: 


In response to my appeal in Peace 
News (Dec. 19, 1941) and to letters 
to sympathizers other than readers of 
Peace News, I have been able to col- 
lect a hundred pounds toward the 
schooling expenses of George Lans- 
bury’s grandsons. Replies came from 
all over the country, in shillings as 
well as pounds. I have received the 
following acknowledgment of the 
cheque forwarded: 

Thé parents of George Lansbury’s grand- 
sens, Philip, David, and George, wish to 
thank all those friends who have made it 
possible for the boys to be educated at the 
Community School, Newbury. At this 
schoo] they will learn that one can live 
in this world without war. As wars are 
all man made, it is good to know that these 
three Lansburys will have an opportunity to 
start life on the right fact and with the 
right idea. We cannot thank you enough 
for your good help. 


Haworth doubted this: the condition 
of this particular age-group was more 
one of apathy. Military glamour 
ceased to appeal nowadays at 16. 


Miss Pearson (NUWT) considered 
that leadership of voluntary organiza- 
tions should be a full-time educational 
job. Several complaints were made 
that interviewers were biassed, not 
so much in favour of pre-military 
training, as of their own youth organ- 
izations. The Churches were accused 
of a sectarian attitude to the matter; 
but the Rev. Henry Carter absolved 
them. 


The discussion was illuminating; but it 
showed how unprepared the nation is to 
tackle its own problem. There is, even among 
progressives, no clear conception of a positive 
education for the children whose school- 
education finishes at 14. 

And the shortage of staff to undertake the 
critical job is part of the war-situation. As 
Geoffrey Norman said, one fman in uniform 
can lead 200 boys in pre-military drill: but to 
educate them, ten would be required. 

It was decided to form a vigilance commit- 
tee to watch the ®vorking of the regulation. 


“THE MORNING STAR” 


Emlyn Williams’s new play at the Globe 
Theatre, The Morning Star, exploits somewhat 
meretriciously the ‘blitz’ period of 1940. 

It is the first serious war-play to be pro- 
duced in London, but is little more than a 
propagandist pot-boiler, with ingredients cal- 
culated to make ‘‘morale uplift” not only 
palatable but entertaining: romantic interest 
of one kind and another, physical excitement, 
horror, suspense, pathos, and ample comic 
relief, all rounded off by a sermon on the 
theme of unity and endurance. Some of the 
characters are drawn too obviously for cheap 
effect, and the construction is in more than 
one instance blatantly artificial. 

But the most striking thing about the play 
is the absence of the one quality most char- 
acteristic of drama dealing with the last war: 
tragic irony. The emphasis, when not on the 
complaratively trivial facts of the hero’s! 
marital and extra-marita] relations, is on the 
characters’ ability to accept air-raids more or 
less cheerfully rather than on the indiscrim- 
inate havoc caused by bombs. 

As a reflection of contemporary life The 
Morning Star is not without surface-truth, but 
its limitations of vision and feeling, imposed 
to some extent perhaps by circumstances, will 
give it only academic interest in any future 
survey of war-literature. 


: W. H. GELDER 


NEWS OF_C.0.s 


LESLIE A. MONAGHAN, of the 

Royal Army Ordnance Corps, ap- 
peared before the Appellate Tribunal 
some months ago, and pleaded that, 
as a conscientious objector and a firm 
supporter of Mr. De Valera, he had 
no intention of serving in the British 
Army. 


The tribunal granted his application on con- 
dition that he went to Eire, but the passport 
officiala refused to give him the necessary 
permit. After being called up again, he was 
court-martialled at Aldershot on Jan. 29 and 
he has now been sentenced to three years’ 
penal servitude. 


This will enable him to apply again to the 
Appellate Tribunal, and the Central Board for 
Conscientious Objectors is pressing the War 
Office for an early hearing of his application. 


* * % 


Canada’s Bill to authorize a plebiscite on 
the conscription issue has been introduced 
into Parliament in Ottawa, saya a BUP mex 
sage in the London Star, Feb. 21. Mr. N. 
McClarty, Secretary of State, said that “per 
sons escaping military service because of con- 
scientious objection may vote in the conacrip- 
tion plebiscite, but by doing so they wil 
sacrifice exemption.” 


ADVISORY BUREAU 


Willesden.—Arthur Boccius, 
Rd., N.W.10. 


826 Harrow 


Community Farm Training 


The Selection Committee of the Community 
Farming Society is now able to consider ap- 
plications for additional places for single mem 
in its training centres at Holton Beckering, 
near Wragby, Lincolnshire. 12 young men 
are now in training and it is proposed to in- 
crease the number to 20. 


The Society operates, under skilled manage- 
ment, two adjoining farms totalling six hun- 
dred acres. The enterprise is planned to give 
12 months’ training in mixed farming, with 
life in community, to selected conscientious ob- 
jectors who intend (1) to tive ana work on 
the land during and after the war, and (2) 
to share actively in tre aevelopment of the 
agricultural community movemeat. the first 
three months at Holton Beckering is regarded 
a3 9, probationary period. The will to work 
on the farm and in the house in a fraterna) 
and co-operative spirit is essential. 

Applicants, who should quote in fuil their 
tribunal direction, should write to the Hon- 
orary Secretary, Community Farming Suciety, 
The Adelphi Centre, Langham, near Col- 
chester, Essex. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


‘ ACCOMMODATION | 


FOR ALL properties to be let or sold in| 
N.W. London and Districts, apply to McCraith | 
and Brooks, Auctioneers and Surveyors, 44/ 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell $888, 8. 
Innes), who will give special attention to the 
reauiremonte of pacifists. 

FURNISHED cottage, nearly four acres 
land, free to anyone would help tenant ad- 
joining house. Situated on estuary Cornwall. 
Parker, Helford, Helston. 

GLASGOW or near. C.O. couple, no child- 
ren, wish furnished bedroom and sitting room, 
use kitchen. Box 182 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., 
N.4. 

JAIL-DESTINED C.O., 29, (non-Christian; 
vegetarian) wants sympathetic accommodation, 
bedsitting, W.C.1 or near; breakfast, supper; 
or cooking facilities. Box 110 PN, 8 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 

SMALL COTTAGE in country wanted to 
rent or purchase, about 30 to 40 miles from 
Birmingham. Harris, 54 Maurice Rd., Bir- 
mingham 14. 

WANTED, smal! furnished flat for business 
woman; easily accessible from North London. 
Box 122 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

YOUNG pacifist couple have furnished bed- 
room to let. Conveniences; moderate; suit 
business lady; Cardiff area. Box 131 PN, 3 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


EDUCATIONAL 


KIDSTONES School, Bishopdale, Leyburn, 
Yorks. Vacancies for boys and girls over 9 
years old. In perfect surroundings the school 
life is enjoyed by happy and energetic children. 
Holiday children welcome, 24 gne. per week. 

LEARN to write and apeak for peace and 
human brotherhood, harnessing artistic, 
imaginative, intuitive and intellectual gifts. 
Correspondence Jessona 6s. each. (Also small 
classes, 1s. 6d. each.) Dorothy Matthews, 
B.A.. 82 Primrose Hill Rd.. London. N.W.8. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


CARRIER Cycles for tradesmen, carriage 
paid all complete, thas ready to use, £8 17s. 
—Harris Cycle Co., Coventry. 

MORRIS 8, 1937 four-door saloon, for sale. 
Good general condition, regularly serviced, 
tyres renewed just before tyre-sales ceased, 
battery and wiring renewed recently. Inquir- 
ies to Accountant, Peace News, 8 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 


LAND*& COMMUNITY 


ACCOUNTANT and woman journalist, keen 
and active, wish to join agricultural com- 
munity. Box 130 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

C.0.s requiring land work in Pacifist Hostel 
with Pacifist Staff apply Warden, Agricultural 
Hostel, Dartmouth Ave., Newcastle, Staffs. 

MORTGAGE and ioans required for com- 
munity venture. Excellent security. Kindly 
send particulara amount willing advance and 
terms +. Box 109 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

PACIFISTS require desperately corn drill, 
single dise harrows, roller, to be able to com- 
ply with Government plowing order. Resason- 
able price, gift greatly appreciated. Box 129 
PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

RESIDENTIAL community and club. Open 
air activities; internationalism; lectures and 
socials; vegetarian restaurant; single divan 
rooms. Youth House, 250 Camden Rd., N.W.1. 


2d. per word, minimum 2s. ¢d. 
Box Number 4d. extra. 


N.B. Cash MUST accompany copy, 
except for series bookings. 


Latest time for copy.: 


Classified advertisements: MONDAY 

Displayed Advertisements: First post 
FRIDAY. (Maximum space al- 
lowed—8 inches single-column, or 
equivalent.) 


LITERATURE, &c. 


QUAKERISM. information and itteraturs 
reapecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Friends, free on applica- 
tion to the Friends’ Home Service Committee 
Friends’ House, Kuston Road, London, N.W.+ 

READ The Graalist League: a Foundation by 
Alfred Hy. Haffenden. A program of indi- 
vidual life and group action. The C. W. 


Danie] Co., Ltd., Ashingdon, Rochford, Essex. 


paid 


MEETINGS, &c, 


HARROW Pacifist Rally and Social. Sat- 
urday Mar. 7, 7 p.m. at 8 Marlborough Hill, 
Wealdstone (near L.M.S. Station, buses 18, 
114, 158, 280). All pacifists weleome; bring 
your share of food. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


ANY WOMAN desiring delightful modern- 
ized country home, 8 miles Harrogate, assist 
household duties; 8 children, 7, 6, 24; own 
produce, 4 acre garden, orchard, poultry, bees. 
Write Box 106 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

ASSISTANT Chemist wanted for paint lab- 
oratory in the Midlands. Write in confidence 
to Box 125 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


ASSISTANT required for retail boot shop, 
experience not essential. Walthamstow dis- 
trict. Box 128 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


JOINER C.O. wanting part-time work for 
ehurch purposes should write to Box 124 PN, 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


NEW LEADER, organ of the I.L.P., requires 
office junior, age 14-15. Apply Manager, New 
Leader, 318 Regents Park Rd., London, N.3. 

SECRETARY wanted for residential com- 
munity. Typing, accounts, general organizing 
ability desirable; also interest in community 
life; live in. Box 123 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., 


ts. 2d post 


N.4. 

SHERWOOD SCHOOL, Epsom, requires 
teacher(a) take French, German, Science, 
Summer Term. 

TAILORING. Wanted firet class coat 
maker. Write stating age, experience and 


wage required, Canfield, 82 High St., Crawley, 
Sussex. 

URGENT. Uneonditionally exempt C.O. 
required for £3-week job; south; average 
fitness only essential. (Secretarial and gar- 
dening experience useful.) Box 188 PN, 8 
Blackstock Rd.. N.4. 

WANTED IMMEDIATELY, Assistan’ 
Master and Kindergarten Mistress in schoo’ 
for backward boys. Apply W. EK. Guest 
Pretton Hall, Burlton, Sazlop. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


ABSOLUTIST, woman, (35), requires work. 
Essential point no national importance; de- 
sires help pacifist cause but would accept 
other work. No private means but salary net 
aa consideration. Box 184 PN, 8 Blackstock 

«= N.4. 


C.O0. desires work in market gardening. 
Some experience in kitchen gardening; mar- 
ried, wife apprenticed kitchen gardening; refs. 
if needed; Midlands or south preferred. Box 
127 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


C.0., 29, requires work, market gardening, 
forestry, farming, etc., preferably within 108 
miles London; 18 months agricultural experi- 
ence; accommodation required for wife and 
nea Leaney, Daisy Lane, Rossett, Denbigh. 
shire. 


YOUNG Pacifist Couple (vegetarian) re- 
quire working-training in progressive employ- 
ment with accommodation. Prepared to work. 
Box 126 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform Veg- 
etarian Guest House; for happy holiday or 
restful recuperation; all modern comforta— 
A. and K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Mat- 
lock. (Station: Ambergate; Tel. Ambergate 
44). 

LAKE DISTRICT: “Beck Allans,”” Grasmere, 


Vegetarian Guest House, open ail the year 
round for strenuous or restful holidays amid 


some of England’s finest scenery. H. and e. 
water all bedrooms.—Write: Isabel James. 
Phone: Grasmere 129. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


BRISTOL ADVISORY BUREAU. Open 
lunch-hours (except Saturdays and Sundaya) 
1-2 p.m. and each Monday 5.30-7 p.m. Please 
give notice of Police Court proceedings to the 
Bureau beforehand. 


National Campaign 
For A Socialist Britain—NOW! 


JAMES MAXTON, M.P. 
WALTER PADLEY 
(N.U.D.A.W.) 


TOM COLYER (N.C.L.C.) 


Holborn Hall, Grays Inn Rd., W.C.1. 
Sunday, March 8th, at 3 p.m. 
Chair: Don McGregor (A.E.U.) 


Independent Labour Party 
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Published from 8 Blackstock Rd., London N.4.. 
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